By Town Clerk's Office at 5:07 pm, May 25, 2022

SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES
Watch on BCAT

DATE:

Tuesday, April 26, 2022

TIME:

7:00 pm

LOCATION: 123 Cambridge Street, Burlington, MA 01803
Administrative Offices, School Committee Room

ATTENDEES
MEMBER(S) PRESENT: Chair Mrs. Katherine Bond, Vice Chair Mr. Carl Foss, Mrs. Christine Monaco, Ms. Martha Simon,
Mrs. Melissa Massardo, Superintendent Dr. Eric Conti, Director of Operations Mr. Bob Cunha
MEMBER(S) ABSENT:
MEMBER(S) REMOTE: Assistant Superintendent Mr. Patrick Larkin, Business Manager Ms. Nichole Coscia
GUEST(S) PRESENT: MSMS Principal Ms. Cari Perchase, MSMS Latin Teacher Mr. John Walsh, BHS Computer Science
Teacher Ms. Shereen Tyrell, Student Information Office Director Mrs. Robyn Miliano
GUEST(S) REMOTE: Ways & Means Member Mr. Roger Riggs
PUBLIC PRESENT:
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION REMOTE: BEA Member Ms. Diana Marcus
CALL TO ORDER
Chair Bond called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm and read the following statement: The public can also access this meeting
via WebEx Technology. The Burlington School Committee will hear public comment in person and virtually. Meetings are also
broadcast live on Burlington Cable Access TV (BCAT) as usual. WebEx Meeting Number: 2344 467 5996 | Password: Tuesday
APPROVAL of WARRANT
Motion was made by Mrs. Monaco to approve the Accounts Payable Warrant 1 as submitted; seconded by Mr. Foss.
Mrs. Monaco - aye, Ms. Simon - aye, Mr. Foss - aye, Mrs. Massardo - aye, Mrs. Bond - aye. Motion carried 5-0-0.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
None.
INFORMATION / REPORTS
A. Subcommittee
Mr. Foss announced that there will be a town wide DEI subcommittee meeting on Wednesday, April 27 @ 6:00 pm.
It will be a virtual meeting and all are welcome. Meeting agenda may be found on the town website.
B. Ways & Means
Dr. Conti and Mr. Riggs reviewed upcoming meeting dates:
○ Special Session - Ways & Means School Subcommittee
May 3, 5:30 - 6:30 pm in the School Committee Room/WebEx
○ Special Session - Capital Budget Meeting
May 3, 7:00 pm in the Town Hall Annex Meeting Room
○ Special Session - Ways & Means Meeting
May 4, 7:00 pm - Town Hall Main Conference Room/WebEx
○ Town Meeting
May 9, 7:30 pm
FY23 BUDGET
A. Public Hearing
Dr. Conti opened the discussion by answering questions from school committee members ahead of the public hearing.
In response to Mrs. Monaco’s question with regards to what is staying in the budget and what is being removed since
the budget was over guideline, Dr. Conti responded that we are keeping approximately $420,000 in for new salaries; the
vote will be for the dollar amount and then we will work within the guidelines for that amount.
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Motion was made by Mrs. Monaco to open the public hearing on the FY23 school budget; seconded by Ms Simon.
Mrs. Monaco - aye, Ms. Simon - aye, Mr. Foss - aye, Mrs. Massardo - aye, Mrs. Bond - aye. Motion carried 5-0-0.
Discussion: In response to Mr. Foss’s question about an inquiry he received asking if the district still purchased Fountas
& Pinnell curriculum and materials, Dr. Conti responded that he will confirm but believes we still use the books, but not
the curriculum. Mrs. Monaco read the email they received: “Will the district continue to fund Fountas & Pinnell.
Previous year’s budgets have listed that group by name. This year’s budget does not, but requests tens of thousands
of dollars for guided reading in Heinemann, the publisher of F&P. EdReports 2020 determined that F&P does not meet
the expectations. Mass DESE has labeled F&P as low quality materials and has said that districts currently using these
materials will receive priority if they apply for a grant to replace these low-quality materials. Is the requested funding for
guided reading and Heinemann in this year’s budget for F&P?” Dr. Conti reiterated that we do not use the Fountas &
Pinnell system, but he does believe we use some of their books. In response to BEA Member Ms. Diana Marcus who
raised her hand virtually to discuss the inflation rate, Dr. Conti responded that principals were asked to come in with a
level services budget and believes we can provide equal services to FY22 and FY23 with the budget we’re asking for
and will watch our costs carefully.
Motion was made by Mrs. Monaco to close the public hearing on the FY23 school budget; seconded by Mr. Foss.
Mrs. Monaco - aye, Ms. Simon - aye, Mr. Foss - aye, Mrs. Massardo - aye, Mrs. Bond - aye. Motion carried 5-0-0.
Motion was made by Mrs. Monaco to approve a FY23 Operating Salaries Budget of $51,992,231; seconded by
Ms. Simon. Mrs. Monaco - aye, Ms. Simon - aye, Mr. Foss - aye, Mrs. Massardo - aye, Mrs. Bond - aye.
Motion carried 5-0-0.
Motion was made by Mrs. Monaco to approve a FY23 Operating Expenses Budget of $7,546,897; seconded by
Ms. Simon. Mrs. Monaco - aye, Ms. Simon - aye, Mr. Foss - aye, Mrs. Massardo - aye, Mrs. Bond - aye.
Motion carried 5-0-0.
Motion was made by Mrs. Monaco to approve a FY23 Total Operating Budget of $59,539,128; seconded by
Ms. Simon. Mrs. Monaco - aye, Ms. Simon - aye, Mr. Foss - aye, Mrs. Massardo - aye, Mrs. Bond - aye.
Motion carried 5-0-0.
Motion was made by Mrs. Monaco to approve a FY23 Total Special Education Accommodated Budget of
$12,873,799; seconded by Ms. Simon. Mrs. Monaco - aye, Ms. Simon - aye, Mr. Foss - aye,
Mrs. Massardo - aye, Mrs. Bond - aye. Motion carried 5-0-0.
School Committee Members thanked all who were involved in putting the budget together.
B. Capital Warrant Articles Approval
The capital warrant articles for the May town meeting were reviewed at the March 22, 2022 School Committee meeting
and Dr. Conti is requesting that the school committee formally approve the 12 warrant articles with the language
provided in the meeting packet2. Dr. Conti and Mr. Cunha reviewed details and costs for each warrant article, which are
also included in the school committee packet.
Article

RE:

7-12

Francis Wyman Playground
To see if the Town will vote to appropriate, borrow or transfer from available funds, an amount of money to
be expended under the direction of the School Committee for removal of the existing playground,
preparing the ground for installations and the installation of new playground equipment at Francis Wyman
Elementary School or to act in any other manner in relation thereto.
Mr. Cunha explained that the existing playground consists of donated materials from 1996 from Simond’s
Park and other donated wood structures. There is a subcommittee consisting of Francis Wyman staff and
parents who have been working with the playground companies to come up with drawings and the
proposals. In response to Ms. Simon’s questions with regards to ADA compliance, Mr. Cunha responded
that it would be compliant, but does not include the communication boards as discussed in a previous
meeting. Dr. Conti added that we are committed to adding the communication boards, but not as an item
to this warrant article. In response to Mrs. Monaco’s questions, Mr. Cunha responded that we would like
to have this project planned for summer 2022 if approved and funding is secure and the project would not
take away any existing trees or shrubberies, but ensure accommodations and accessibility to all areas
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with grading and walkways. In response to Mrs. Massardo’s question on how playgrounds get replaced or
updated, Mr. Cunha responded that we work with the Recreation Department and look at the age and
condition of the playground equipment.
Mr. Foss moved to approve warrant article 7-12 Francis Wyman Playground in the amount of $290,000;
seconded by Mrs. Monaco. Mrs. Monaco - aye, Ms. Simon - aye, Mr. Foss - aye, Mrs. Massardo - aye,
Mrs. Bond - aye. Motion carried 5-0-0.
7-13

Computer Science for All
To see if the Town will vote to appropriate, borrow or transfer from available funds, an amount of money to
be expended under the direction of the School Committee to purchase Computer Science for All
Curriculum, materials and supplies for four elementary buildings or to act in any other manner in relation
thereto.
Dr. Conti and Mr. Cunha explained that this an expansion to the CS4All initiative expanding computer
science and algorithmic thinking into our elementary instruction providing our elementary schools with
coding and robotic equipment. In response to Mrs. Massardo’s question about quantities for each school,
Dr. Conti responded that it is his assumption that kits would travel from school to school like the Science
Center currently does.
Mrs. Monaco moved to approve warrant article 7-13 Computer Science for All (CS4All) Curriculum
Supplies in the amount of $150,000; seconded by Ms. Simon. Mrs. Monaco - aye, Ms. Simon - aye,
Mr. Foss - aye, Mrs. Massardo - aye, Mrs. Bond - aye. Motion carried 5-0-0.

7-14

HVAC Controller Upgrade
To see if the Town will vote to appropriate, borrow or transfer from available funds, an amount of money to
be expended under the direction of the School Committee to replace an end of life HVAC software and
controller in Marshall Simonds Middle School or to act in any other manner in relation thereto.
Mr. Cunha explained that we replaced the HVAC system at the middle school in 2004 and did the
renovation in 2012. The controller is still functioning, but is no longer supported.
Mr. Foss moved to approve warrant article 7-14 HVAC Controller Upgrade in the amount of $108,000;
seconded by Mrs. Monaco. Mrs. Monaco - aye, Ms. Simon - aye, Mr. Foss - aye, Mrs. Massardo - aye,
Mrs. Bond - aye. Motion carried 5-0-0.

7-15

Pine Glen Bathroom Repairs
To see if the Town will vote to appropriate, borrow or transfer from available funds, an amount of money to
be expended under the direction of the School Committee to purchase supplies and materials to repair
bathrooms, including partitions, fixtures, flooring, etc., at Pine Glen Elementary School or to act in any
other manner in relation thereto.
Dr. Conti commented that doing regular bathroom renovation is something the committee has seen as
important; the better the bathroom condition, the more students take care of the bathrooms. In response
to Ms. Simon’s question with regards to ADA compliance, Mr. Cunha explained that any materials or
renovations would meet ADA compliance.
Mrs. Monaco moved to approve warrant article 7-15 Pine Glen Bathroom Repairs in the amount of
$65,000; seconded by Mr. Foss. Mrs. Monaco - aye, Ms. Simon - aye, Mr. Foss - aye,
Mrs. Massardo - aye, Mrs. Bond - aye. Motion carried 5-0-0.

7-16

Pine Glen HVAC
To see if the Town will vote to appropriate, borrow or transfer from available funds, an amount of money to
be expended under the direction of the School Committee to purchase and install HVAC equipment, which
will provide heat and air conditioning to teaching spaces in Pine Glen Elementary School or to act in any
other manner in relation thereto.
Mr. Cunha explained that the existing system is a boiler that provides forced hot water to all of the
classrooms where we have univents. This would be a secondary system (split units) which would provide
air conditioning and independent room control for heating and air conditioning throughout the building and
allow for more flexibility especially during the hotter weather on the upper story. Dr. Conti added that the
school committee is committed to maintaining four elementary schools and the reason we’re investing in
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Pine Glen is that we’re serious about keeping four schools operational. In response to Ms. Simon’s
question, Mr. Cunha responded that we have not put the bid specs out officially, but could add to the RFP
(Request For Proposal) a preference for electric heat pumps. In response to Mrs. Monaco’s question,
Mr. Cunha responded that this system would be the same as what Francis Wyman currently has; a boiler
in the basement that feeds the univents in the classrooms for heat and head units in the classrooms that
provide air conditioning from a unit on the roof.
Mr. Foss moved to approve warrant article 7-16 Pine Glen HVAC in the amount of $500,000; seconded by
Mrs. Massardo. Mrs. Monaco - aye, Ms. Simon - aye, Mr. Foss - aye, Mrs. Massardo - aye,
Mrs. Bond - aye. Motion carried 5-0-0.
7-17

Burlington Sports Field Master Plan
To see if the Town will vote to appropriate, borrow or transfer from available funds, an amount of money to
be expended under the direction of the School Committee to hire an engineering firm to audit sports fields
in Burlington and provide the School Department with a master plan or to act in any other manner in
relation thereto.
Dr. Conti explained that this would be a master plan to assess Burlington sports fields holistically. We
would then utilize the plan to address upgrades moving forward. Mr. Cunha added that this plan would
also include the Ice Palace. In response to Mrs. Monaco’s question regarding additional softball fields and
Mrs. Massardo’s question regarding adequacy, Mr. Cunha explained that this plan does not include
studies on new field requests; it does have a $7,000 contingency built into it in case there is additional
work requested that we didn’t foresee. In response to Ms. Simon’s question with regards to parks and
recreation and this warrant article, Mr. Cunha explained that general maintenance is part of the daily work
schedule with the recreation department, but repairs/expansions that come at the request of the school
department are funded by the school department. The recreation department is aware of this article and is
interested in the results and data, and we will work collectively with them.
Mrs. Monaco moved to approve warrant article 7-17 Burlington Sports Field Master Plan in the amount of
$70,000; seconded by Mr. Foss. Mrs. Monaco - aye, Ms. Simon - aye, Mr. Foss - aye,
Mrs. Massardo - aye, Mrs. Bond - aye. Motion carried 5-0-0.

7-18

BHS Music Floor Reconstruction
To see if the Town will vote to appropriate, borrow or transfer from available funds, an amount of money to
be expended under the direction of the School Committee to hire an engineer to design and provide bid
specs to reconstruct two music room floors in Burlington High School and then bid the construction or to
act in any other manner in relation thereto.
Mr. Cunha explained that at the request of the Music Director, Mr. Middleton, the floors in the band and
chorus rooms are filled in to make the rooms accessible for everyone. Currently, the floors have step
down platforms; the proposal would be to have them filled in with concrete to make them accessible for
day-to-day classroom use for all. Mr. Cunha answered questions asked by Mrs. Massardo and Ms. Simon
responding that the main reason for this warrant would be accessibility and it would adhere to future high
school renovations with code regulations and ADA compliance.
Mr. Foss moved to approve warrant article 7-18 BHS Music Floor Reconstruction in the amount of
$450,000; seconded by Mrs. Monaco. Mrs. Monaco - aye, Ms. Simon - aye, Mr. Foss - aye,
Mrs. Massardo - aye, Mrs. Bond - aye. Motion carried 5-0-0.

7-19

Fox Hill Portables Repair
To see if the Town will vote to appropriate, borrow or transfer from available funds, an amount of money to
be expended under the direction of the School Committee to perform various repairs at the Fox Hill
Portables, including but not limited to installing a new rubber roof, new carpets and flooring, new HVAC
systems and other repairs or to act in any other manner in relation thereto.
Dr. Conti explained that Fox Hill School needs to function as a school for another seven years and the
portables are in need of some renovation. We are trying to do as minimal (but as well) as possible to
bridge that timeframe. Mr. Cunha explained that the portables are 15 years old and they were used when
we purchased them. Warrant includes ~$90,000 to replace the roof, ~ $42,000 in HVAC, and ~$10,000 for
floor repairs. In response to Mrs. Bond’s question on the HVAC with the anticipated new Fox Hill School,
Mr. Cunha explained that the units could be reused.
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Mrs. Monaco moved to approve warrant article 7-19 Fox Hill Portables Repairs in the amount of $160,000;
seconded by Mr. Foss. Mrs. Monaco - aye, Ms. Simon - aye, Mr. Foss - aye, Mrs. Massardo - aye, Mrs.
Bond - aye. Motion carried 5-0-0.
7-20

Scoreboards for Sport Fields
To see if the Town will vote to appropriate, borrow or transfer from available funds, an amount of money to
be expended under the direction of the School Committee to purchase and install a baseball scoreboard at
Marvin Field, a baseball scoreboard at Francis Wyman, and a multisport scoreboard at Marshall Simonds
Middle School or to act in any other manner in relation thereto.
In response to Mrs. Massardo’s questions with regards to sponsorship, Dr. Conti referenced a policy that
the school committee created at the time when the varsity field scoreboard was added. He further
explained that the additional scoreboards would make the fields more usable and would provide some
relief to varsity field. Mr. Cunha confirmed for Ms. Simon that the scoreboards would benefit other town
organizations in addition to school sporting events. Mrs. Monaco added that the committee has resisted
sponsorship due to the look of the advertising on school property.
Mr. Foss moved to approve warrant article 7-20 Scoreboards for Sports Fields in the amount of $110,000;
seconded by Mrs. Monaco. Mrs. Monaco - aye, Ms. Simon - aye, Mr. Foss - aye, Mrs. Massardo - aye,
Mrs. Bond - aye. Motion carried 5-0-0.

7-21

Activity Bus and Utility Vehicles
To see if the Town will vote to appropriate, borrow or transfer from available funds, an amount of money to
be expended under the direction of the School Committee to purchase activity buses and utility vehicles to
transport students, staff and equipment between school properties and to and from school related events
or to act in any other manner in relation thereto.
Dr. Conti explained that the warrant is for two activity buses and one utility vehicle noting we have had
some transportation difficulties and have needed to borrow LABBB vehicles to be able to transport
students as needed. There is a high interest in the activity buses from the special education and the
athletic departments to be able to transport students to programs. Mr. Cunha explained that the utility
vehicle we currently have is 12 years old and showing age; the new one would continue to be used to
move equipment and help to maintain the large property of the high school and varsity field as well as
benefit other school building properties as needed. In response to Mrs. Monaco’s question about
passenger capacity, Dr. Conti noted the activity buses would hold 14 passengers each. In response to
Ms. Simon’s request, if approved, Mr. Cunha explained that the pricing on this warrant article is for a gas
utility vehicle, but would look into electric as an option (availability of electric vehicles on the state bid list is
difficult at this time).
Mrs. Monaco moved to approve warrant article 7-21 Activity Bus and Utility Vehicles in the amount of
$145,000; seconded by Mr. Foss. Mrs. Monaco - aye, Ms. Simon - aye, Mr. Foss - aye,
Mrs. Massardo - aye, Mrs. Bond - aye. Motion carried 5-0-0.

7-22

Bleachers MSMS Field
To see if the Town will vote to appropriate, borrow or transfer from available funds, an amount of money to
be expended under the direction of the School Committee to purchase and install bleachers at Marshall
Simonds Middle School multi use field along with all concrete pad and footings needed or to act in any
other manner in relation thereto.
Dr. Conti explained that we are trying to make the middle school field more usable for both high school
and youth sports. If a scoreboard and bleachers were added to this field, it would help offload some of the
events at varsity field.
Mr. Foss moved to approve warrant article 7-22 Bleachers MSMS Field in the amount of $220,000;
seconded by Mrs. Massardo. Mrs. Monaco - aye, Ms. Simon - aye, Mr. Foss - aye, Mrs. Massardo - aye,
Mrs. Bond - aye. Motion carried 5-0-0.

7-23

Visitor Control Access System
To see if the Town will vote to appropriate, borrow or transfer from available funds, an amount of money to
be expended under the direction of the School Committee to purchase Visitor Control Access System
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hardware and software or to act in any other manner in relation thereto.
Mr. Cunha explained that many schools in Massachusetts have a visitor control access system;
SchoolPass is a popular one. A kiosk would be at each school building to scan or enter visitor information
and print a label with a visitor photo.
Mr. Foss moved to approve warrant article 7-23 Visitor Control Access System in the amount of $25,000;
seconded by Ms. Simon. Mrs. Monaco - aye, Ms. Simon - aye, Mr. Foss - aye,
Mrs. Massardo - aye, Mrs. Bond - aye. Motion carried 5-0-0.
In response to Ms. Simon’s inquiry, Mr. Cunha explained that we are continuing to replace the water bubblers from two
open warrant articles. We had shut the bubblers down for a period of time during the pandemic and there has been a
backlog of ordering. In response to Mrs. Monaco’s question on the filters, Mr. Cunha explained that the current filters do
not filter PFAS. The town is working on their full system to filter PFAS throughout our water treatment plants which
would then feed our schools.
LEARNING
A. National Latin Exam
Ms. Cari Perchase thanked and introduced Mr. John Walsh to discuss the National Latin Exam and winners3. Mr. Walsh
recognized the hard work of his students and explained that the National Latin Exam is a 40 question multiple choice
test that tests the students knowledge on vocabulary, grammar, Roman history and culture, and reading
comprehension. The Exam is given annually to Latin students across the United States and around the world.
Mr. Walsh congratulated and named the eighth grade students and their awards (30 out of 40 points):
Silver Medals and Maxima Cum Laude Awards:
● Aarushi Dayma - 37
● Chris Peckham - 37
● Cole Waisnor - 36
● Sloane Wilson - 36
● Dan Agati - 35
● Afsa Khalifa - 35
Magna Cum Laude Awards:
● Douglas Brindle - 33
● Logan DaGraca - 33
● Leo Emerson - 33
● Ava Preston - 33
Cum Laude Awards:
● Chase Jackman - 32
● Nora Ahmed - 31
● Tuyen Nguyen - 31
So-Close-They-Can-Almost-Taste-It Awards:
● Brenton Chu - 30
● Andy Maniscalco - 30
● Kayla Mackie - 30
● James Sarkissian - 30
Mr. Walsh also congratulated BHS students on their scores and they are listed on the BHS world language department
blog. Dr. Conti thanked Mr. Walsh and particularly likes the collaboration between the middle and high school with
Mr. Stringer to keep the kids interested. The school committee offered congratulations to students.
B. Innovation Pathways Grant
Dr. Conti introduced Ms. Tyrell, BHS computer science teacher who discussed and presented the Computer Science
Pathway4. She explained that one of the things they try to do with Innovation Pathways is to emphasize to the kids that
technology is a tool. It’s about communicating, creating, and collaborating. Ms. Tyrell continued to explain the three
National Science Foundation grant funded programs that we’re involved in:

3

4

NLE Awards - 2022
CS Pathway Google Presentation

SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES

●
●
●

DATE:

Tuesday, April 26, 2022

PAGE:

7

Computer Science Equity Grant
Thanks to Dr. Conti’s leadership, this grant exists in partnership with MIT and different schools and looks at
how we bring best practices to our school to ensure equity and quality computer science.
Artificial Intelligence
This grant exists in partnership with Concord Consortium and looks at how we bring that into an English
curriculum and how we expand kids' awareness of this new growing field.
Data Pathways Grant
This is a three year grant in which we have $45,000 to fund curriculum development, teacher training, and the
time it takes to actually develop this brand new program that hopefully will be a state and national model.
DESE is part of the grant. In partnership with Chelsea Public Schools, the idea is to bring data science first into
social studies (part of a civics project requirement) to help answer their questions by looking at data. Ms. Tyrell
explained how social students teacher/department chair, Mr. Whitton, and math teacher/department chair,
Ms. Whitcomb, have co-taught lessons so kids can be better civic minded people and can also improve their
math knowledge. Part of this grant is to create two new courses and one of them is Data Visualization.
Science teacher/department chair, Ms. Potters, and business teacher, Ms. Anderson, are helping to teach
students how to use spreadsheets and then use Tableau to make sense of the data and visually present it.
Tableau was chosen as it had been piloted in Boston Public Schools where students were able to find
internships once they learned the skill. The other course to be taught is Python by math teacher, Mr. Khan.

The Innovation Pathway Grant is a program that was developed with three branches of government: Economic Affairs,
Workforce Development, and DESE (Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education). The goal is
to create career development within an academic high school where students connect the classroom to careers. Our
grant is for a pathway in Computer Science and so far we have received $50,00 in Year 1, $26,000 in Year 2, and
because of this grant were able to get $250,000 in Capital Equipment and Professional Development for the counseling
department around how to create career plans. We have a partnership with industry to help kids understand that
everything they’re doing has a purpose. We have 16 industry mentors including parents of students and BHS Alum
working with students on technology capstone projects from MITRE, iRobot, Amazon, Microsoft, Oracle, EverQuote,
GraVoc, Fresenius Medical Care North America, Flagship Pioneering, TeamLogic IT, and TechWizards. We have been
working with DEI (Diversity, Equity & Inclusion) leaders, Ms. Danielle Ferguson-Macklin from Teradyne who hosted an
Hour of Code event for 50 girls and Mr. Khalil Smith at Akamai Technologies who is working on creating a video for us.
Ms. Tyrell noted that the important outcome that she hopes for is that when kids are part of a pathway (classrooms
connected to careers), they have purpose and are more engaged and excited about what they are learning about. She
feels it is important that everyone has a chance to touch technology and to that effect they’re trying to connect
technology to all the subjects and work together so the results will be stronger scores for better college and career
outcomes for all Burlington students.
Dr. Conti thanked Ms. Tyrell for her leadership and stated that it is really a team effort driving interest from the middle
school clubs into high school and supporting the elementary programming. Ms. Tyrell confirmed for Dr. Conti that the
goal for the two data courses is for them to count as dual enrollment courses with Middlesex Community College and
Bunker Hill Community College. School Committee members thanked Ms. Tyrell for the presentation and the team
efforts.
EQUITY
A. Unified Basketball Team
Dr. Conti provided a brief update on the Unified Basketball Team who currently has a record of 1-0 so they are
undefeated. The next home game vs. Lexington is April 27th at 4:00 in the BHS Vanella Gym. Games are posted on
the Athletic Calendar online.
In response to Ms. Simon’s request for DEI training, Dr. Conti will schedule and get back to the committee with some
dates.
CULTURE + RELATIONSHIPS / THRIVING
A. COVID Update
Dr. Conti provided a brief update. He explained that we seem to be in a holding pattern and continue to report cases on
the BPS Weekly Update video. Spring celebrations and activities are being planned as normal.
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FACILITIES / FINANCE
A. Fox Hill School Building Committee - Standing Agenda Item
Dr. Conti discussed that there is a MSBA Board Meeting at 10:00 am on April 27th. With the school committee’s
permission, Dr. Conti will speak on behalf of the Town of Burlington at the meeting. Later in the same day at 1:00 pm,
there is a Feasibility Orientation meeting which will review the MSBA procedures moving forward. If all goes well at the
MSBA Board Meeting and after the Town Meeting, we can schedule a School Building Committee Meeting to go over the
next phase. Dr. Conti and/or Mr. Cunha will forward Mrs. Massardo a link to the meeting to pre-register to be able to
attend. In response to Ms. Simon’s request, Dr. Conti will reach out to MSBA Project Coordinator Ms. Brittany Gomes as
to how to appoint Mrs. Massardo to the School Building Committee and re-appoint a new Chair.
B. BHS Update - Standing Agenda Item
Mr. Cunha discussed the possibility of forming a School Building Committee for the High School as well as with the School
Committee’s support to submit a Statement of Interest for 2023. Mr. Cunha attended the Select Board’s meeting last night
(April 25th) and they voted on the resolution. Dr. Conti read the following:
Resolved: Having convened in an open meeting on April 26, 2022, prior to the SOI submission closing date, the
School Committee of Burlington, in accordance with its charter, by-laws, and ordinances, has voted to authorize
the Superintendent to submit to the Massachusetts School Building Authority the Statement of Interest Form
dated April 19, 2022 for the Burlington High School located at 123 Cambridge Street, Burlington, Massachusetts
01803 which describes and explains the following deficiencies and the priority category(s) for which an
application may be submitted to the Massachusetts School Building Authority in the future;
Priority #5, Replacement, renovation or modernization of school facility systems, such as roofs, windows, boilers,
heating and ventilation systems, to increase energy conservation and decrease energy related costs in a school
facility; and Priority #7, Replacement of or addition to obsolete buildings in order to provide for a full range of
programs consistent with state and approved local requirements. The Specific project will update classrooms and
replace science labs to be a more effective learning environment, replace aged out heating and ventilation /
cooling equipment that is original construction (1971), replace interior building components (lockers, lighting, fire
alarm, etc.), and provide updated security improvements which will extend the life of the existing facility; and
hereby further specifically acknowledges that by submitting this Statement of Interest Form, the Massachusetts
School Building Authority in no way guarantees the acceptance or the approval of an application, the awarding of
a grant or any other funding commitment from the Massachusetts School Building Authority, or commits the
City/Town/Regional School District to filing an application for funding with the Massachusetts School Building
Authority.
Motion was made by Ms. Simon to support the resolution as read by Dr. Conti; seconded by Mrs. Massardo.
Mrs. Monaco - aye, Ms. Simon - aye, Mr. Foss - aye, Mrs. Massardo - aye, Mrs. Bond - aye. Motion carried 5-0-0.
Mr. Cunha will submit the resolution as read and voted on public record by April 30th.
Ms. Simon requested that, at a future meeting, a proposal be made to establish a School Building Committee for the high
school project.
C. Safe Routes to School Update
Mr. Cunha reported no new updates, but he has been in communication with Ms. Judy Crocker to finalize dates for arrival
and dismissal observations at Memorial and Marshall Simonds. He has also discussed a time frame to send a
transportation survey out to families with Ms. Crocker.
NEW BUSINESS
A. Rezoning Avalon Apartments
Dr. Conti discussed the rebalancing of the elementary attendance zones. There was a parent meeting held on Thursday,
April 13th at the middle school where both Mr. Rosenblatt and Mr. Lyons were in attendance. Our objective is to have Fox
Hill return to a four homeroom school (K-5) and Pine Glen to return to a three homeroom school (K-5). Dr. Conti and Mrs.
Miliano explained the enrollment5 at both Fox Hill and Pine Glen. The chart provided information on homeroom sizes at all
grade levels at both schools; moving students from the Avalon apartment complex from Fox Hill to Pine Glen. Dr. Conti
feels that this move will allow us to not make any other changes until the new Fox Hill is built when we would really need
to look at all four elementary schools and look at our elementary programming town wide. Dr. Conti explained that current
fourth graders at Fox Hill would be allowed to remain for fifth grade to finish their elementary career at Fox Hill with the
5
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possibility of transportation provided for these students only. Other parents with specific concerns can petition to have
their child remain at Fox Hill, but transportation would not be available for those families. He further explained that they
had looked at other options in terms of balancing out the schools, but this move gives us a high number of students in a
relatively concentrated area so as not to disrupt all of our transportation. Mrs. Miliano explained that this group of 58
students, who would be moving, is what it would take to get Fox Hill down to a four section school. School Committee
members acknowledged the difficulty that families face when being redistricted as they are passionate about their home
schools. Mrs. Massardo added a parent request from the April 13th meeting was to place Fox Hill students together in
Pine Glen classrooms to make the transition easier.
Motion was made by Mr. Foss to approve the rezoning of the Avalon Apartments from Fox Hill School to Pine Glen School
beginning 2022-2023 school year; seconded by Mrs. Monaco. Mrs. Monaco - aye, Ms. Simon - aye, Mr. Foss - aye, Mrs.
Massardo - aye, Mrs. Bond - aye. Motion carried 5-0-0.
B. Outstanding School Partner Award Nomination
Ms. Simon discussed that MASC (Massachusetts Association of School Committees) holds a conference each year
during the first week in November. She explained that they have various awards and nominations including an
Outstanding School Partner Award Nomination 6. She would like to suggest that we nominate our Burlington Chamber of
Commerce for the variety of ways they help us.
Motion was made by Ms. Simon to nominate the Burlington Chamber of Commerce for the Outstanding School Partner
Award given by MASC for this year; seconded by Mrs. Monaco. Mrs. Monaco - aye, Ms. Simon - aye, Mr. Foss - aye,
Mrs. Massardo - aye, Mrs. Bond - aye. Motion carried 5-0-0.
Calendar Feedback (Informational Purposes Only)
Dr. Conti explained that the last items distributed at the meeting tonight are for informational purposes and will be
discussed as an agenda item at the next meeting. We received about 200 responses back from the survey7 that was sent
out and incorporated that feedback along with the feedback from the joint labor management committee. Two potential
calendars have also been drafted; calendar with Good Friday (April 7, 2023) as a No School Day8 and a calendar with
Good Friday (April 7, 2023) as a School Day9. Dr. Conti added that parent feedback from the survey results preferred
Fridays as Professional Development Days (no school for students); currently the teacher contract prohibits PDs on
Fridays. Dr. Conti will follow up with BEA.
ADJOURNMENT
Motion was made by Mrs. Monaco to adjourn at 9:26 pm; seconded by Mr. Foss. Motion Carried 5-0-0 by Roll Call Vote:
Mrs. Monaco - aye, Ms. Simon - aye, Mr. Foss - aye, Mrs. Massardo - aye, Mrs. Bond - aye.
SUBMITTED
Respectfully,

Kristen Downie
Recording Secretary
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