By Town Clerk's Office at 8:37 am, Jun 21, 2022

SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES
Watch on BCAT

DATE:

Tuesday, May 24, 2022

TIME:

7:00 pm

LOCATION: 123 Cambridge Street, Burlington, MA 01803
Administrative Offices, School Committee Room

ATTENDEES
MEMBER(S) PRESENT: Chair Mrs. Katherine Bond, Vice Chair Mr. Carl Foss, Mrs. Melissa Massardo, Superintendent Dr. Eric
Conti, Assistant Superintendent Mr. Patrick Larkin, Director of Operations Mr. Bob Cunha
MEMBER(S) REMOTE:
MEMBER(S) ABSENT: Ms. Martha Simon, Mrs. Christine Monaco, Business Manager Ms. Nichole Coscia
GUEST(S) PRESENT: BHS Senior and Student Representative Brooke Hovasse, Director of Diversity, Equity & Inclusion
Mr. Ray Porch, BHS Principal Mark Sullivan, BHS World Language Department Chair Renee Dacey, BHS Senior Madison
Bowden, BHS Senior Sean Gallagher, BHS Senior Navya Garg, BHS Senior Courtney Magnarelli, BHS Senior Armen
Manucharyan, BHS Senior Quinn Mattson, BHS Senior Thomas Ryan, BHS Senior Ana Carolina Silva, BHS Senior William
Hatch, BHS Senior Kasper McIninch
GUEST(S) REMOTE: Ways & Means Member Mr. Roger Riggs, DEI Student Advisors: BHS Junior Christian Katende,
BHS Sophomore Shefali Bakre, BHS Junior Ava Brehm, BHS Junior Keza Gachago, and BHS Sophomore Ethan Jean-Baptiste,
Director of English Learner Education Mrs. Kerri Lamprey, Fox Hill Parent and ELPAC Member Mrs. Padmini Shridharan
PUBLIC PRESENT: BHS Senior Elena Latsis, BHS Senior Paul Conti, Parents of students awarded the Seal of Biliteracy
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION REMOTE: Fox Hill Parent Mrs. Nicci Kadilak
CALL TO ORDER
Chair Bond called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm and read the following statement: The public can also access this meeting
via WebEx Technology. The Burlington School Committee will hear public comment in person and virtually. Meetings are also
broadcast live on Burlington Cable Access TV (BCAT) as usual. WebEx Meeting Number: 2344 447 5142 | Password:
y4rXzmMj4v5
Chair Bond opened the meeting with a moment of silence for the two recent tragic shooting events in Buffalo and in Texas.
APPROVAL of MINUTES
Motion was made by Mr. Foss to approve the April 26, 2022 meeting minutes 1; seconded by Mrs. Massardo.
Mrs. Massardo - aye, Mr. Foss - aye, Mrs. Bond - aye. Motion Carried 3-0-0.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
BHS Senior Elena Latsis participated in person to support the continuation of the Italian program at the middle school. She and
other students in the audience feel the program has been an integral part of their high school experience; if it is taken away in
middle school, there is an unlikely chance of changing languages once you get into high school. The program builds community
and sense of belonging and if removed from the program of studies, students would not have those same experiences and
opportunities. Her teachers have been incredible and have built meaningful student-teacher bonds.
BHS Senior Paul Conti participated in person to also support the Italian program at the middle school. In addition to seconding
what Elena spoke about, he added that his experience (along with others) with Italian won’t be ending at high school. He plans
to double major at Bowdoin College in Neuroscience and Italian. He feels that it would be a disservice to our community to
remove one of the biggest strengths of our high school and middle school which is offering four languages. Paul commented he
recently had an interview with a man from the Consulate General of Italy in Boston who interviewed him about his Italian
experience in Burlington; the interviewer made a point at the end of the conversation to let him know what a visible impact the
program had on its students.
BHS Senior and Student Representative Brooke Hovasse participated in person to support the Italian program. She recently
completed her internship at Memorial Elementary School where a lot of students were asking questions about picking languages
for middle school. The elementary students were excited to take Italian and learn about the culture. She explained that she took
Italian because other family members had in the past and she has met a lot of friends by being in the Italian program. She is
also planning to study abroad in Italy while in college to broaden her Italian experience.
1
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Fox Hill Parent Mrs. Nicci Kadilak participated remotely to request the district to implement a common sense covered mitigation
policy in accordance with CDC guidelines in classrooms where one or more cases of COVID have been identified. She
explained that it has become clear in the last several weeks that more cases are spreading through classrooms including
infecting students who are already voluntarily masking at school. Students are then, in turn, bringing the virus home to their
unvaccinated siblings and/or their immune compromised family members. She closed stating that “We live in a community and
as such, we’re responsible for each other. I think it’s reasonable to ask our community members to take common-sense
measures to protect each other and the wider community.”
INFORMATION / REPORTS
A. Subcommittee
Student Representative: BHS Senior Brooke Hovasse reported that the freshmen, sophomores, and juniors recently
had their class elections and new student councils are being formed. Freshmen are planning a Schoolhouse Ice Cream
fundraiser which has not been done before. Sophomores are planning their semi-formal dance on June 10th which
hasn’t happened in two years and they are also doing a Flatbread Pizza fundraiser. Juniors have put a deposit down for
the Danversport Yacht Club for next year’s prom and are also doing a Flatbread Pizza fundraiser with raffle baskets at
the end of June. The Junior Class also wants to possibly plan a Field Day for freshmen, sophomores, and juniors like
the Senior Class has. She was happy to report that the Junior and Senior Prom held a couple weeks ago was a huge
success and everyone had a lot of fun (BCAT News 5/16/22). Senior Field Night is this Thursday and seniors received
Red & White cups as favors.
B. Ways & Means
Mr. Riggs had no new information to report.
Dr. Conti read the district equity statement:
Educational equity means that every child belongs and receives whatever support he/she/they need to develop
his/her/their full academic, emotional, and social potential to learn and thrive every day. This begins with kindness and
valuing the humanity of every child/individual.
LEARNING
A. DEI Students
Mr. Porch opened the discussion and introduced five of the ten DEI (Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion) Student Advisors
Christian Katende, Ava Brehm, Shefali Bakre, Keza Gachago, and Ethan Jean-Baptiste who participated remotely to
share their experiences and hopes for the work moving forward.
Christian Katende
He explained that so far his experiences have been great and he has made a lot of connections with new people as well
as grown stronger relationships with people he has known. Recently, DEI students visited the middle school to talk to
the eighth grade English classes to discuss recent events and provide insight from their point of view. He was surprised
to hear the confusion or lack of knowledge with regards to the topic of slavery among the eighth graders and feels more
education is needed in that area. Being a part of DEI has opened his eyes to see how much really needs to be done in
the community. It is upsetting to him that we are not living up to our Mission Statement and it provides false hope. He
feels that a lot of the hurt that people feel in different communities has gone unrecognized or unnoticed. People
acknowledge that this is not good, but no fast or effective action is happening to correct the problem. From their last
DEI meeting, Christian added that one of the discussions they had was club funding. School clubs receive funding from
the school, and they discovered that this was not the case for the African-American Club at the high school. Club
leaders have been paying for snacks and bringing games from home. Another discussion they had was the lack of
diversity among administration and teachers; some voices are not being heard due to the comfort level. Students feel
they do not have someone to turn to who would understand what they are going through. Christian recently recited a
poem for Black History Month and discussed disappointments with some reactions.
Shefali Bakre
Shefali shared that both DEI and the Advocacy Room are geared towards making our school and community a better
and more diverse place for all. She also discussed their recent visit to MSMS and where it left her disappointed,
enlightened, and shocked. Many students shared stories where they felt uncomfortable at school, had no place to go
and that their boundaries were violated. She, like Christian, also feels need more education is needed on the topics of
slavery, the N-word, disabilities, and LGBTQ+ community. The DEI and Advocacy Room have proposed different
solutions to create a more diverse community where everyone is respected including hiring more POC (person of color)
guidance counselors and teachers to help students deal with specific issues and current events. She looks forward to
being a part of making a positive change in our school and community.
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Ava Brehm
Ava supported Christian and Shefali with the many voices they have heard, areas of concern, and the change they
would like to see not only at the high school, but in middle and elementary schools as well. She added it was equally
important to teach teachers about disability and LGBTQ+ history as she shared an elementary experience of her own
disability. She enjoys the DEI meetings to be able to talk to both Mr. Porch and Mr. Larkin about different issues.
Keza Gachago
Keza also found the middle school visit eye opening and agreed with the additional education needed surrounding
slavery and the N-word. She feels it is important to have these sometimes uncomfortable, but necessary discussions
starting at middle school as they will continue into high school. She commented that since her freshman year, she has
noticed segregation during the school lunches which is something that she and others feel should be addressed.
Ethan Jean-Baptiste
Ethan found the middle school visit shocking. During their discussions, he could tell when students felt uncomfortable
speaking in the safe place and when some students felt more comfortable speaking when certain classmates weren’t
around. Some students tried to find ways to justify the racial mistakes made by classmates. He feels there should be a
difference in discipline for these matters and they need to be taken more seriously. He commented on experiences in
school about Black History Month and Black Lives Matter.
Mr. Porch thanked the students for sharing their experiences and connecting with peers to open conversations. He
explained the pilot Restorative Justice Circles program the DEI students referenced at the middle school which will be
implemented next year. Restorative Justice Practices is a way to think about unexpected behavior through the lens of a
learning opportunity. He explained that research shows that when discipline is handled in a restorative practices way,
young people have an opportunity to learn from unacceptable choices and grow to make sound decisions. Mr. Larkin
also thanked the students for making the time tonight to share and has learned a lot from meeting with them this year.
He explained what the Advocacy Room is for those who are new to the term. It is a new club/affinity group at the high
school with students who have an interest in advocating for school or community change. The three areas of change
this club will be talking to Mr. Sullivan about are: (1) Curriculum Change, (2) School Culture and Community Building,
and (3) Classroom Culture and Norms.
School Committee members thanked the students and acknowledged how hard, but important it is to share their
experiences.
Mr. Larkin requested a change in the agenda order to accommodate in-person guests.
B. Seal of Biliteracy Student Recipients
Mr. Larkin introduced Mr. Sullivan and Ms. Dacey who
shared information about the Seal of Biliteracy and
recognized students’ success.
The Seal of Biliteracy is a statewide and nationwide
program that recognizes students that are bilingual in
English and a second language. Students have to
demonstrate at least an intermediate high/advanced low
level of speaking, reading, writing, and listening in the
second language and they must receive a sufficient
score on the ELA MCAS exam. Ms. Dacey explained
that the state seal of bi-literacy takes the form of a seal
that appears on the diploma of the graduating senior
and is a statement of accomplishment for future
employers and for college admissions.
●
●
●
●
●
●

Photo Courtesy: Mr. Bob Cunha

Seal of Biliteracy in Spanish awarded to: Madison Bowden, Sean Gallagher, Meriam Hmina, Courtney
Magnarelli, Quinn Mattson, Juan Pacheco Sembrano, Gerson Perez Armas, Thomas Ryan, Josie Toland
Seal of Biliteracy in Hindi awarded to: Navya Garg
Seal of Biliteracy in Portuguese awarded to: Ana Carolina Silva
Seal of Biliteracy in Latin awarded to: Kasper McIninch
Seal of Biliteracy in Latin with Distinction awarded to: William Hatch
Seal of Biliteracy in Armenian with Distinction awarded to: Armen Manucharyan
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School committee members congratulated all the students for their hard work and outstanding accomplishments.
C. BHS Student Handbook - First Reading
Principal Mark Sullivan highlighted some of the changes to the Burlington High School 2022-23 Student Handbook2. He
noted most changes are minor; links as well as the student government elections still need to be updated. The
handbook is a live Google Doc so changes happen in real time.
Highlights:
● Page 17 - Added Competing with Character
“Competitiveness is all around us. Teaching our Student-Athletes to compete with character
means always showing good sportsmanship, respecting opponents, winning with humility, and
losing with dignity. This conversation with our athletes and coaches will be done prior to the
first game of each season.”
● Page 42 - If approved, verbiage for Video Camera Surveillance will be added
● Page 47 - Updated Marijuana Policies with current MA laws and regulations
“Possession of alcoholic beverages and/or marijuana/marijuana paraphernalia while on school
grounds or in attendance at a school function and/or being under the influence of alcohol/marijuana
up to (5) days Out of School Suspension, parent/guardian conference, police notification and, if
necessary, enrollment and verification of completion in a drug/alcohol program. Second offense,
up to ten (10) days Out of School Suspension, parent/guardian conference, police notification,
possible hearing before the Superintendent and enrollment and verification of completion in a
drug/alcohol program.”
Mr. Sullivan added that when Restorative Justice Practices are established, they will be added to the handbook at that
time.
D. MSMS Student/Parent Handbook - Second Reading
At the May 10, 2022 meeting Ms. Perchase presented the Marshall Simonds Middle School Student/Family Handbook
for the 2022/20233 school year as a first reading. Mrs. Bond noted that changes from the first reading have been
summarized on a handout4.
Dr. Conti suggested that the handbook be adopted so there is a working handbook in place. He added that the
handbook is a live Google Doc, as is the high school handbook, so changes are made as needed in real time.
Motion was made by Mrs. Massardo to adopt the second reading of the MSMS Student/Family Handbook 22-23 with
changes submitted; seconded by Mr. Foss. Mrs. Massardo - aye, Mr. Foss - aye, Mrs. Bond - aye. Motion Carried
3-0-0.
E. ELL Review
Mr. Larkin introduced Mrs. Kerri Lamprey who shared a Google presentation with an update on English Learner
Education5. She explained that during this school year, Burlington participated in a tiered focused monitoring review
conducted by DESE’s Office of Language Acquisition. The purpose of the review is to monitor compliance with the
regulatory requirements focusing on English Learner Education. Districts are reviewed every six years.
Mrs. Lamprey shared some ELE data:
● Total EL Population in the 21-22 school year is 261 students (pre-K through 12); 15-16 school year was 105.
● Aside from the United States at 43.3%, our most common country of origin is Guatemala at 17.62% followed by
Brazil at 9.58%.
● The primary language spoken by our English Learners corresponds to the top countries of origin with Spanish
at 27.97% and Portuguese at 12.64%.
● Within our EL population, 66 of those students are newcomers (first year of school in the US) who need
additional support to ensure their success.
● 23 students of our newcomer population have been identified through a screening process as SLIFE (Students
with Limited or Interrupted Formal Education). SLIFE students possess a variety of school readiness skills, but
are different from those who have consistently attended Massachusetts schools. We are creating plans and
establishing specialized support to build upon their strengths and support their specific educational needs.

2

Burlington High School 2022-23 Student Handbook
MSMS Student/Family Handbook for the 2022/2023
4
MSMS Student/Family Handbook Revision Summary Letter
5
English Learner Education 21/22 Google Presentation
3
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We have received a lot of positive feedback and Mrs. Lamprey
thanked all teachers and administration involved in welcoming
and supporting our EL students and their families. Pictured
right, she shared that BHS Spanish teachers Ms. DeSousa and
Ms. Dacey along with BHS Counselor Ms. Wojtaszek took some
of the SLIFE students from Burlington High School to explore
career options based on their personal interests. “Lucky to be
in Burlington” was shared as a final statement and theme from
conversations with educators and is reflective of their
appreciation of working with English Learners.

Photo Courtesy: Mrs. Kerri Lamprey
Mrs. Lamprey concluded with the DESE findings from the audit for our continued growth. Under the criteria of Program
Placement and Structure, we will need to focus on (1) increasing our staffing, (2) ensuring student growth, and (3)
monitoring student progress. In order to address these areas, the proposed action plan includes (1) adding an English
Learner Assessor position who would focus on ensuring compliance and effectiveness of the identification and ongoing
assessment of our English Learner students, (2) creating Success Plans for students who have not demonstrated
growth on their yearly proficiency assessment and provide training for all teachers, and (3) providing District-Wide
Interim Assessments throughout the school year. Under the criteria of Licensure Requirements, we have four teachers
who have not met a SEI endorsement in order to have an English Learner in their class. In order to address this
requirement, we will continue to remind teachers that this is a requirement at both the district and state level and it will
prevent them from being able to re-certify. We will also work with principals to ensure English Learners are not placed
in classrooms with teachers who do not hold this endorsement.
In response to Mrs. Massardo’s question, Mrs. Lamprey explained that the largest population of our English Learners is
at the high school (approximately 57) and then it is evenly distributed among the elementary schools followed by the
middle school. In response to Dr. Conti’s questions, Mrs. Lamprey explained that as part of the audit, we are in need of
the additional staff member to provide adequate staffing which is reported back to DESE. She added that while we do
have a good number of staff across the district that are working directly with students, the challenge is that our teachers
do not have the time built into their schedules to be able to access all the assessments that are now required with a lot
of the regulations.
Motion was made by Mr. Foss to support the addition of an EL position for the 22/23 school year as part of our
corrective action for EL compliance; seconded by Mrs. Massardo. Mrs. Massardo - aye, Mr. Foss - aye,
Mrs. Bond - aye. Motion Carried 3-0-0.
Mr. Larkin thanked Mrs. Lamprey and her staff for their hard work.
F.

ELPAC Update
Mrs. Lamprey introduced Fox Hill Parent and ELPAC Member Mrs. Padmini Shridharan to share an overview about our
ELPAC (English Learners Parent Advisory Council). Mrs. Shridharan explained that the purpose of the council is to give
advice to school authorities and Burlington families on topics that are important to English Learners. Families of current
and former English Learners are welcome to attend meetings. This current school year, we have held four/five
meetings and it started as a small group. We now have about 20-30 families participating from different backgrounds
and with 10 languages represented. To make sure all families can participate and to avoid any language barriers, live
stream interpreter services are available. During these meetings, school and community members are invited to speak
on topics based mostly on feedback from families to help them learn more about the education system. Families are
also given opportunities to voice suggestions and opinions to help improve programs. Our final meeting for the school
year will be on June 13th where the audit team will hear more from families about their experiences, and we will be
reviewing work for next year.

EQUITY
A. Unified Basketball Team
Mr. Larkin reported that the games have been fun to watch and students are excited. Mrs. Ciccolini reported back to
Mr. Larkin and said that our team is 5 in 1 and, as a reminder for those listening, that Hoopapalooza is tomorrow,
Wednesday May 25th in Wakefield at the Gavin Middle School at 3:30 pm. Dr. Conti added that we are borrowing two
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vans from LABBB to get the team to Wakefield on time. He thanked Town Meeting for the approval of two 14 passenger
vans for us to utilize and thanked the school committee for the support of the transportation needs.
B. Restorative Justice Circles - Informational
As mentioned earlier in the agenda, Mr. Porch added that we are piloting the program this year. As part of the pilot, he
has met with all the school leaders to provide information on restorative justice practices and its research. During the
next phase of this program, we will be working with Suffolk University which will include training and implementation.
Mr. Porch commented that the Equity Audit would likely highlight the need for this program and the district has taken a
proactive approach to getting started.
C. Let’s Talk About It - Update
Mr. Porch discussed that the last session for this school year was last week and Mr. Larkin summarized previous
sessions and participants shared what they had learned. We received a lot of positive feedback/takeaways for moving
forward and will continue in the fall.
D. Special Olympics
Mr. Larkin shared that the Special Olympics were held in Wilmington yesterday after two years. He thanked the
Burlington Police for helping to escort the 100 athletes to the high school and it was exciting to see all the fans cheering
for them. It was so much fun and great to see the kids so excited.

Photos Courtesy of Mr. Patrick Larkin
LABBB Special Olympics were also held on May 16th in Lexington. It was a special day for athletes and teachers alike
and Mr. Larkin thanked the staff who spent the day making it a success for the kids.
Collaborative Health Clinic Update
Before moving to the next agenda item, Mr. Larkin provided an update on the Burlington/Woburn health clinic that we have been
offering to low income families. We had another physical clinic last night (May 23rd) and had 20 families from Burlington and
Woburn who were able to get their student physicals to meet Massachusetts Department of Public Health requirements to be
able to attend school. Dr. Altman, Arlington physician, and 10 medical students from Tufts University gave physicals to families
in need. This was our second clinic and things moved more smoothly this time around thanks to the efforts of Mrs. Rosemary
DeSousa, Ms. Adriana Mendes-Sheldon (Family & Community Engagement Liaison in Woburn) and the help of two Woburn
School Committee members. Mr. Larkin thanked Ms. Perchase and the custodial staff at MSMS for accommodating the needs
of the clinic and was happy to see the collaboration of Woburn and Burlington working together. He also thanked Senator
Friedman for her support in helping to allocate some of the state’s ARPA Funds for the clinic.
In response to Mr. Foss’s question, Mr. Larkin explained that as long as we’re actively working with families to obtain the medical
support they need (physicals and immunizations), students can attend school. Dr. Conti added that there is a window the CDC
does provide us; Board of Health and Public Health Nurse, Ms. Chris Paulik has been very accommodating to meet families’
schedules. School committee members thanked the team and will be happy to help when the next clinic dates are released.
CULTURE + RELATIONSHIPS / THRIVING
A. COVID Update
Mr. Larkin provided an update on the number of reported COVID cases. Last week, 102 cases; the prior week, 106
cases. Currently, we are at 35 this week and are on track for what looks to be 100 cases based on previous weeks. As
per Mrs. Kadilak’s request during public participation, Mr. Larkin will research more on the common sense mitigation
practices as he has also received emails from families with immunocompromised family members. He added that he is
getting feedback from both ends of the spectrum; those asking for more masking as well as those who do not want to
hear the word mask. In response to Mr. Foss’s question, Mr. Larkin responded that communication has been great with
the Board of Health and we can reach out to the Director of Public Health, Ms. Lumenello, anytime. In response to Mr.
Foss’s follow up question with regards to policy, Dr. Conti did not feel an amended or new policy was needed unless we
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were going to require certain mitigation by everyone. Dr. Conti continued to explain that we are only hearing about
self-reported cases (not coming through the Board of Health). Mr. Larkin met with principals today and buildings will
continue to encourage windows being open and taking classes outside when possible. In response to Mrs. Massardo’s
question, Mr. Cunha confirmed that all classrooms do have air purifiers.
B. Out-of-State Travel to Canobie Lake Park for MSMS Students - Vote
Motion was made by Mr. Foss to approve the Out-of-State Travel to Canobie Lake Park in Salem, NH on June 15, 2022
for the eighth grade field trip; seconded by Mrs. Massardo. Mrs. Massardo - aye, Mr. Foss - aye, Mrs. Bond - aye.
Motion Carried 3-0-0.
FACILITIES / FINANCE
A. Fox Hill School Building Committee
Mr. Cunha reported that the Fox Hill School Building Committee will be meeting via WebEx and in person on Thursday,
June 2 at 7:00 pm. Agenda will be posted before the end of the week and will include membership as well as the timeline
for the OPM (Owner’s Project Manager) now that we have been accepted into the second phase which is the Feasibility
Study.
B. BHS Update - Standing Agenda Item
Mr. Cunha reported no new information, but at the last meeting there was a discussion to create a SBC (School Building
Committee) for the high school. Mr. Cunha has shared a template and will plan to discuss the members and next steps at
the next school committee meeting.
C. Safe Routes to School
Mr. Cunha reported that the arrival and dismissal observation for the middle school will be happening tomorrow. The
School Travel Survey6 is live on the district website and has been communicated to families to complete (May 16-27). Mr.
Cunha reviewed the Safe Routes to School Wellness Policy7. He explained that it is a policy we cannot amend, but it is a
requirement that we adopt the policy.
Motion was made by Mrs. Massardo to update our School Wellness Policy with the Act of Transportation Language from
Safe Routes to School; seconded by Mr. Foss. Mrs. Massardo - aye, Mr. Foss - aye, Mrs. Bond - aye.
Motion Carried 3-0-0.
OLD BUSINESS
A. School Committee Agenda Backup Materials - Discussion
As per the discussion from the last meeting, Dr. Conti explained that we are working towards providing materials ahead of
the meeting.
B. Massachusetts Fair Share - Discussion
As per the request from the last meeting, Dr. Conti is awaiting confirmation from legal counsel, Mr. Darren Klein.
ADJOURNMENT
Motion was made by Mrs. Massardo to adjourn at 8:47 pm; seconded by Mr. Foss. Motion Carried 3-0-0 by Roll Call Vote:
Mr. Foss - aye, Mrs. Massardo - aye, Mrs. Bond - aye.
SUBMITTED
Respectfully,

Kristen Downie
Recording Secretary

6
7
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